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TOPIC:  Society – customs and traditions

INTRODUCTION
0,5 min.

Hello. (Sit down, please. Would you tell me your task sheet number so I can check it, please?)

First, could you briefly introduce yourself to the committee?

Thank you.

Now, let’s go to Part One.

PART ONE (3–5 Qs)
Society – celebrations and traditions
2,5 min.

I am going to ask you some questions about the topic Society – celebrations and traditions. If possible, give detailed answers. If you don’t understand a question, please ask me to repeat it.  Are you ready?

· What was the last celebration you enjoyed/participated in? Tell me about it.

· Why do you think people like meeting to celebrate birthdays or other important days in their lives?

· In your opinion, might imported customs such as St. Valentine’s Day or Halloween replace our traditional celebrations? Why?/Why not?

· Will birthday cards and other cards be replaced by electronic cards in the near future? Why?/Why not?

· If you were invited to your best friend’s birthday party, what present would you consider buying? Why?

· If a foreigner came to visit you, what might he/she find surprising about your Christmas/Easter/birthday/name day tradition? Why?

Thank you. Now, let’s go to Part Two.

PART TWO
Customs and traditions
4 min.

Task One
2,5 min.

Look at pictures 2A and 2B on the separate handout and compare and contrast them in detail.

Are you ready?

· Place

· People

· Activities

· Celebration

· Atmosphere

· Other
· What time of the year were the pictures taken? Why do you think so?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of buying decorations/making the decoration yourself?

· Which celebration is more popular? Why?

Thank you. Now, let’s go to Task Two.

Task Two
1,5 min.

Read aloud the statement and express and justify your opinion on it.

Old customs and traditions are not interesting for the young generation. In a few years’ time, nobody will know them and they will no longer exist.
· Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Why?

· Present an example and/or talk about your own experience.

B

Thank you. Now, let’s go to Part Three.

PART THREE
     
5 min.

Now, please take the student's task sheet for part three.

PART FOUR
Week of traditions
3 min.

Now we are going to talk together using pictures. Imagine the following situation: 

Our school is organizing a project called “Week of Traditions” and your class would like to contribute. I am your English teacher and you would like me to help you decide which activity to organize. We should agree on at least one activity. You should start the dialogue. 

Are you ready?

· Tasting of traditional meals

· Workshop – making traditional decorations

· Singing and playing Christmas songs

· Lecture about the origin of traditions

· Workshop – making cards using digital photography

· Other 
· What activity would you like to organize? / Which activity do you like best? Why?

· Wouldn’t it be too complicated to prepare the meals? / Where should we prepare the meals? / Can you cook the meals?

· I don’t think everybody would like this activity. It’s just for girls.

· Singing Christmas songs in spring/summer seems a bit weird. 

· Lectures are boring.

· Do we have the necessary PC software to do it? / Will the headmaster be willing to let us use the PC room?

· So what have we agreed on?

B

Thank you. That is the end of the examination.
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