—— WORLD CITIES «—>

~ PRAGUE, THE CAPITAL OF ZE
~ REPUBLIC, HAS A POPULATION
‘OF 1.2 MILLION PEOPLE. IT IS NOT
ONLY THE GOVERNMENTAL HEART
OF THE COUNTRY, BUT IT’S AL
A CITY FULL OF CULTURAL EVENTS,
ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY. J
~ US ON A JAUNT THROUGH PF

Prague history
S e

The city, established in the 9" century, was

the seat of Czech princes and later kings of

Bohemia and became the political heart of

the Czech State. Charles IV (1316 — 1378),

Bohemian King and Holy Roman Emperor,

chose the city as the capital of his whole

Empire. He founded Charles University,

St. Vitus Cathedral, Charles Bridge and

the New Town. Many of the most beautiful

things we associate with Prague can be

traced back to Charles IV.

Many important figures have passed
through Prague, and many events have
occurred in the city as well. Prague is
connected with the Czech religious
reformer Jan Hus and the Hussite
movement. Prague was also where the
Thirty Year's War began with the uprising
of the Czech Estates in the early
17" century. The Czech National Revival
in the 19" century restored once again The Old Town
Prague’s prominence and the National A
Theatre was built to express this feeling of ~ Charles Bridge ranks among the greatest
national pride for Czechs. The building itself monuments in Prague. lts construction
was financed from money collected by the began on 9™ July 1357 at 5.31 a.m.

Czech people. In 1918, the city became the  According to astrologists at the time, it
capital of the independent Czechoslovakia ~ was the best date and time for laying the
and after the peaceful division of foundation stone. While the bridge was
Czechoslovakia in 1993, it became the being built, the builders added eggs to the
capital of the Czech Republic. mortar to make a strong substance to hold

A variety of architecture can be seen the bridge together. People from all over
all over the city from the Gothic St. Vitus the country gave eggs to help the cause.
Cathedral to the Art Noveau Municipal Legend has it that one village didn't quite
House and even modern designs like the  understand the concept and sent the eggs
Dancing House. to Prague hard-boiled!

Charles Bridge is 516 meters long
and 10 meters wide. It is an open-air
gallery of unique Baroque statues. In
about the middle of the bridge stands
the statue of St. John of Nepomuk. He
lived in the 14" century and held the
posmon of General Vicar. He was also
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Before the St. Vitus Cathedral was built, there
was a rotunda founded by Wenceslas I, Duke of
Bohemia. Charles IV ordered the bulding of the
gothic cathedral, and it took almost 600 years to
complete ~ it was finished only in the 20th century.

Prague districts
T
The old centre of Prague consists of five
historical districts. Old Town, New Town
and Josefov (the former Jewish Town) are
situated on the right bank of the Vitava.
The Lesser Quarter and Hrad¢any (the
Castle District) are on the left bank.
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At the beginning of the 18th century,

Bernardo Bolzano, a famous mathematician
and philosopher, counted 103 towsrs and
spires in Prague and that's how the city got
its nickname “City of a hundred spires”.

the confessor of the Queen of Bohemia'
and refused to give away any of the
Queen’s secrets. John angered the King
when he confirmed the appointment of
the new Abbot of Kladruby Monastery
against the King’s will. For this, John
was tortured to death and his dead body
was thrown into the Vitava River. Later, he
was proclaimed saint, and today he is
venerated by many believers.

The Old Town Square is another
significant historical spot. It used to
be the most important market place
in Prague and the scene of many
historical events. Its main monument is
the Old Town Hall with its world-famous
astronomical clock. There are also
two famous churches on the Old Town
Square: the Gothic Tyn Church and the
Baroque St. Nicholas Church,

The Estates Theatre is near the Old
Town Square. The world premiere of
Mozart's opera Don Giovanni took place
there in 1787. Mozart visited Prague a few
times. He stayed mainly at Bertramka in
Smichov as a guest of Czech composer
F. X. Dusek and his wife Josefine. The
house has now been converted into
a Mozart museum where it is possible to
see the composer’s personal belongings,
letters, music manuscripts and old
musical instruments.

The Lesser Quarter
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Near Charles bridge lies Kampa Island,
separated from the Lesser Quarter by



workshop. The most important house is
probably No. 233, also known as At The
Two Suns. This is where the well-known
Czech writer Jan Neruda used to live.
Today the building is a famous pub.

a small canal called Certovka. In the past
there used to be many mills on Kampa
and two big wooden mill wheels are still
preserved today.

The Church of St. Nicholas, at the
center of the Lesser Quarter, is one of
the most outstanding examples of Czech
Baroque architecture. The 1,500 square
meter fresco on the ceiling is one of the
largest in the world.

Another important part of the Lesser
Quarter is Nerudova Street with its
characteristic house-signs. The three
fiddles sign has been preserved on
one of the houses, signifying the three
generations of violin makers who used to
live and work there. The famous composer
Ludwig van Beethoven is believed to
have once played a violin made in this

The Castle District
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The Cathedral of St. Vitus is the biggest
church in Prague and holds the treasury of
the Czech coronation jewels. There are
many interesting parts to the cathedral:

It has the oldest reticulated vault in
Europe and the southern Golden Gate

has an amazing mosaic decoration. St.
Wenceslas Chapel was built to protect

the relies of the most important Czech
saint and national patron — St. Wenceslas.
Its walls are decorated with frescoes and
Czech semi-precious stones.

S : : Another well-known place in the Castle
A District is the Loreta. The most fascinating
' 2 Z part is its Treasure Chamber with

a diamond monstrance decorated with
6,222 diamonds.

The house At the Black Madonna in Celetna
Street in Prague 1, built in 1912 and designed by
the architect Josef GoCar, represents a unique
example of cubist architecture in Prague.

Cultural life
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Prague’s cuitural events offer something
for everyone. The National Gallery houses
a collection of modern art, various dance
performances can be seen at the National
Theatre and classical concerts by Mozart,
Dvofak, Smetana and other famous
composers can be heard at the Rudolfinum
and the Municipal House. Modern
dramatic productions include many theatre
plays as well as the special black light
performances in The Laterna Magica.

Other places of interest

Vysehrad

SNt S P

Vy$ehrad Castle is situated on a rock
overlooking the Vitava River. Legend

has it that Czech Princess Libuse
prophesied the glory of Prague from

here. Vy$ehrad has an important place

in Czech history and the Czech national
cemetery was founded here. Writer Karel
Capek, sculptor J. V. Myslbek, composers
A. Dvofak and B. Smetana, poet J. Neruda
and artist M. Ale$ are all buried here.

Both Czechs and visitors alike cannot fail
to be charmed by the beauty and magic
of this old-new city on the Vitava.

Hana Gavranova (CR),

Jacy Meyer (USA)

. Petfin Hill
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Prague’s skyline is defined by Petfin
Hill. There is a 60-meter tall viewing tower
on the hill, which was built in 1891. It was
modelled on the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Apart
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Legend has it that if you touch the statue of

Note:
St. John of Nepomuk on Charles Bridge and make from the tower, there’s a mirror labyrinth 1 She was Zofie Bavorska, the wife of
a wish, it will come true. and the Prague Municipal Observatory. Wenceslas IV.

(> Vocabulary

Jaunt [d3o:nt] - prochédzka

prince [prms] - knize

can be traced back to [treist] - se daji
vysledovatk

rellglous reformer [r1'lid3as r1'fo:ma)
- ndboZensky reformdtor

with the uprising of the Czech Estates
[Ap'razin 1'sterts] - povsténim
Geskych stavl

Natlonal Revival ['nz[(2)n(a)!
ri'varv(a)l] - ndrodni obrozeni

divislon [d1'viz(2)n] - rozdéleni

Art Nouveau [a:t nu:'vou] - secese,
secesni

Munlclpal House [mju'nisip(a)l]
- Obecni dim

bank [bznk] - bieh

ranks among [renks 2'map] - patii mezi
for laylng the foundatlon stone ['lery
faun'derf(a)n] - pro poloZeni
zdkladniho kamene
mortar ['mo:ta] - malta
hard-bolled - uvafend natvrdo
General Vicar ['dzen(a)r(a)] 'vika]
- generalni vikar
confessor [kon'fesa] - zpovednik
to give away - prozradit, vyzradit
appolntment [o'pomtm(a)nt]
- jmenovéni
abbot ['&bot] - opat
monastery ['monast(a)ri] - klaster
agalnst the King’s will - proti krdlové vili
was tortured to death ['to:t{od)
- umugen ksmrti
to proclalm salnt [pra‘klerm sent]
- prohlésit za svatého

to venerate ['venarert] - uctivat

Estates Theatre - Stavovské divadlo

composer [kom'pouza] - skladatel

belongings [bi'lonmz] - véci

manuscript ['mznuskript] - rukopis

mill - mlyn

mill wheel - mlynské kolo

fresco ['freskau] - freska

house-slgn - domovni znameni

fiddle, violin ['fid(2)! vaia'ln] - housle

workshop ['wa:k[op] - dilna

coronation Jewels [kora'neif(a)n
‘d3u:alz] - korunovatni klenoty

reticulated vault [ri'tikjulertid vo:lt]
- sifové klenba

mosale [mou'zenk] - mozaika,
mozaikovy

chapel ['tf2p(2)]] - kaple

relics ['reliks] - ostatky

seml-preclous stones [semi'prefas]
- polodrahokamy
monstrance ['monstr(a)ns] - monstrance
(ozdobné schranka na hostie)
to overlook ['auvaluk] - shiiZet na
to prophesy ['profisai] - pfedpovédét
sculptor ['skalpta] - sochaf
Prague's skyline Is defined by ['skailam
dr'famnd] - pro praiské panorama je
typicky
mlirror labyrinth ['mirs 'leb(a)rm6]
- zrcadlové bludisté
observatory [ob'za:vat(2)ri]
- planetérium, observatof
black-light performances - Cerné divadio
cannot fall to be charmed [t{a:md]
- se nechévaji okouzlit
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Art No""ea""ssqtzfmon _""’_"9."" e ; : 4 ’ Starting on April 24, 2004, the

world's sports fans will be turning their
attention toward Prague. The World Ice
Hockey Championships are being held
in Prague this year, in one of the most
state-of-the-art sporis arenas the. =
- world: the Sazka Arena, =~ v
. The Sazka Arena is the j eal vey
for. sporting events._The size of the'
s —aihleﬁc,are_a_can.bé___hydr_auiicaﬂy‘ ;
-adjusted 1o different sizes and shapes
.It.can be changed from.

. frink-'to‘-a?gonce.ii hall-overnight. It has
% VIP floors and club seats; but
all; it has some of the fingst and mos
- modern technology in 4

Prague has become one of the most f'."'-had a sizable Jewish community, some

Popular tourist destinations in Europe. - of which are buried there. The
With its fine architecture and many . irregularly shaped headstones give the
sights to see, it now rivals such cities  * visitor a lot to think about.
as Paris, London, and Rome. S A visit to Prague would not be
- complete without a visit to the Lesser
One of the most visited sites in - Town with many quaint cafés and
Prague is Charles Bridge. Built in 1357, - -Kampa, a small island with a fabulous
it is the oldest bridge in Prague. Some - park and a wonderful view of the Vltava
people make a wish when they place . River and National Theater.
their hands on the cross near the statue Prague Castle is the official seat of
of John Nepomuk, Maybe some of their the President of the Czech Republic, and ;
wishes come true. « is also the historical and political center
The Old Town Square is certainly a .. of the city and country. One can visit

= Viadislav Hall, the Spanish Hall, and the
Gothic St. Vitus' Cathedral, the spiritual

sight to see. The Tyn Cathedral and Old
Town Hall with its astronomical clock built 7
in 1338, dominate the Square which is at . symbol of the Czech state. It took nearly
the center of the city. It's the place to go to . . six centuries to build. Begun in 1344 by
feel the wonderiu! atmosphere of the city. Mathias Arras and Petr Parléf upon the
In the upper part of Wencesias site of a 1 Oth-century rotunda, the final
Square, one can see the statue of St. phase of construction ended only in the
Wenceslas on his horse and the four - period 1873 - 1929. The coronation :
saints of Bohemia (St. Prokop, St. * jewels are deposited here, too,
Adalbert, St. Ludmila, and st. Agnes) by Golden Lane near Prague Castle is a
Josef Véaclav Mysibek. [t was erected in “* narrow street of houses built in the 16th
1912, Itis a very popular century to house o rival ['raiv(a)] - predstibnout, konkurovat
meeting place for young riflemen and craftsmen, - to erect [ircki] - varyeit {vybudovat)

; ; ; - to design [di'zamn] - navrhnout (zkonstruovat)
and old. At the top _Of Franz Kafka also lived n .8 Jowish Cemetary ['d3u:f ‘semitri] - Z"idavsky hibitov
Wenceslas Square is the

one of the houses. ; sizable [sarzab(a)l] - (pomémé) Znacny
National Museum. Prague, the city of a 2 irregularly shaped headstones [1'regjoial ferpt
Designed in the late thousand spires, is a true ' hedstaonz] - néhrobn kameny nepravidelnych tvani
19th century, it is host to

3
; i 4! Lesser Town [‘lesa taon] - Mald Strana
lewel in the crown of L r
some fascinating 4
3xhibitions.

@ quiant [kweini] - malebny
Europe. People come to 347 fabulous ['fzbjulas] - nadhemy
Prague for the history, the ‘? final phase [fan(o)l feiz) - poslednf etapa
Some people like to [ architecture, the Gt a’t')"“s“ :ﬂemf“ and g’:ﬂzm"" ““‘IUZ 'kmff‘s‘;“;(l

iap : - 8Dy poskytovala pistiesi hradnim stielcim a femeslnikam
le[z‘?til:;e?:'?:e histori gﬁ:nsesgherﬁ’}eayn:l::a uty. spire [spara)] - vysok vis (nejéastéji kostela)
)Id Town. Established in
e mid-15th century it
srved as a burial site tjll

will be turning their attention toward ['ta:nmg
come for the best beer in
787. In the past, Prague ~

a'tenf(2)n] - budou obracet pozornost k
the world! . in one of the most state-of-the-art _
- v jedné 2 nejmoderné&jiich

venue ('venju:] - misto

James Branam (USA) to adjust [3'dzast] - nastavit

5 brigeoe- 200304 Mnara mcmdicatbo am s .. . .




Prague's central position in Europe
has made it a trading capital since the e-
arliest times. By the 10th century it was
thriving' under the Premyslids.

During the Middle Ages, Prague was
at the height of its importance under the
Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV who
started so many buildings and institu-
tions we can see today.

Then in the 16th century the Austrian
Habsburgs took over. They ruled for al-
most 400 years. The most enlightened?
of these emperors was Rudolf Il, a great
patron of art and science. After his de-
ath, in 1618, Prague declined® especial-
ly during the Thirty Years War. Revival
came in the 18th century when many
Baroque buildings were constructed.

A great national revival* came in the
19th century with buildings like the
National Theatre, National Museum and
Rudolfinum. But true independence on-
ly arrived in 1918 lasting until the
German occupation of Waorld War Two.

Then came 40 years of Communism
ending only in 1988 with the "Velvet
Revolution®.

One of the main reasons why Prague
is so popular is that it really does look so
good. No other European capital has six
hundred years of architecture un-
touched by natural disaster or war.

I've often visited Prague over the last
three years but still there's so much of it
| don't know. So, all | can say is: here are
some of my favourite places around the
city...

Most obvious is the Hrad&any with
Saint Vitus Cathedral and the castle
complex. But the smaller buildings here
are also beautiful: the Belvedere
{Emperor Ferdinand I's summer palace)
and its Royal Garden; the Sternberg
Palace and its art gallery; the tiny houses
of Golden Lane®.

South of this is the Mald Strana or
Little Quarter. Here, | love walking on
Petfin Hill (even if | can't pronounce the
name very well) with its colourful gar-
dens, wonderful views from the little
Eiffel Tower (Rozhledna), and the Mirror
Maze - built for the Great Exhibition of
1891. There are also Baroque churches
like St Nicholas - though Baroque is my
least favourite architectural style: it'’s too
rich and ornate® for my puritan English
taste though many people love it.

Of course, the only way to cross the
Vitava is by the Charles Bridge after
climbing the Gothic Bridge Tower first (or
the other tower on the Old Town side)
for a view across. The bridge itself is qu-
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ite an experience with all its different sta-
tues plus the collection of tourist souve-
nir sellers.

Then there is the Old Town with the
square being the main focal point. The
Old Town Hall is the most appealing buil-
ding with its astronomical clock built in
the 15th century. The view from this to-
wer is one of the best in Prague looking
out over different corners of the square.

The square itself is usually lively with
open-air cafés around the edge, market
stalls in the middle, and crowds of peo-
ple hanging around the Jan Hus statue

group.
A quick walk from here leads to

< The Church of Our Lady before Tyn,

Old Town Square.

Wenceslas Square in the New Town with
its smart shops and the imposing
National Museum with the statue of
Wenceslas proudly standing outside.
Here are many examples of the other ar-
chitectural delighs visitors enjoy seeing:
Art Noveau (something | like too).
Examples of this include the Main
Railway Station, the Hotels Central and
Evropa, and the imposing Municipal
House (contrasting with the nearby
Gothic Powder Tower). The new Mucha
Museum is also very popular now | ima-
gine.

South of all this, and happily a little
freeer of tourists, is the Vysehrad with
the twin-towered Neo-Gothic Church of
Saints Peter and Paul. Also there’s the
Slavin Cemetery with its graves of famo-
us Czech artists and politicians like
Antonin Dvordk and Jan Neruda.

Back to the north again just beyond
the Old Town is Jozefov: the Jewish
Quarter with its New Synagogue and
nightmarish’ cemetery - fascinating for
anyone who knows of Rabbi Low and
the Golem legend.

Crossing the Vitava again to the north
takes you first to Letna - another nice
park and the National Technical
Museum. And then up to the zoo and
the very impressive Troja Palace, built in
the late 17th century for Count
Sternberg and now beautifully restored.

And so much more ..."and so much of
it wonderful. ‘

In fact, the only criticism | have of
Prague is that the Metro can be quite
confusing, prices are often quite high,
and there are just too many stupid tou-
rists. Not like me - | work here.

text and slides: Greg Kerry

1prosperujuce; 2osvietenejsim;
dupadla; 4znovuoZivenie; 5Zlatej ulic-
ky, 6bohato zdobeny, okazaly;
7stradidelny - désivy;




PRAGUE

- the seat of the president, government and parliament and the political, cultural and
€conomic centre of the country

- spreads out on the both banks of the Vltava river in the centre of Bohemia

- the whole city consists of 10 administrative districts

- the oldest parts are : The Old Town, The Lesser Town, The New Town.Josefov,
Hrad€any and V ysehrad

- important people : Charles TV -» Rudolph II.( Tycho de Brahe, , Kepler), Franz Kafka

etc.

Prague Castle / St.Vitus Cathedra] » Vladislav Hall, Spanish Hall, Royal Summer Palace
Belvedere, Golden Lane /

Pettin Hill / Petfin Observation Tower , The Mirror Maze /

The Lesser Town / Kampa, St.Nicholas Church, Charles Bridge /

The Old Town Square / Kinsky palace, Old Town Hall, John Huss Monument, The Tyn
Church /

Paris Street

Jewish town / the Old — New Synagogue , the Jewish cemetery /

Powder Tower

Municipal House / Prague Spring Music Festival /

The National Theatre

Wenceslas Square / The National Museum, St. Wenceslas Memorial /

Vysehrad / Slavin Cemetery /

Charles University

The Main Railway Station / Art Nouveau /

Barrandov

Ruzyn¢ Airport

* places of interest, historical monuments, the residence of ...,was established by ..., the
crown jewels, an astronomical clock with a circular calendar plaque, in the upper part of the
square, ..... dominates the square, at the top of the square , picturesque



