MODERN LIFE

Pros and cons of modern life  - comparison between the life in the past, present, future, science and industry, progress, new technologies, high standard of living, high life expectancy – délka života, low birth mortality –nízká porodní úmrtnost, new  job opportunities, education, medical care

- civilisation problems, social problems, unemployment, racism, nationalism, criminality, organised crime, economic criminality, drugs, anti-social behaviour, ecological problems, genetic engineering, terrorism, local wars, globalisation

role of traditional family

Science –  research – výzkum, discovery – objev, invention – vynález, experiments, scientist, explorer – objevitel, research worker – výzkumník, inventor – vynálezce, observation – pozorování, conclusion – závěr, theory and practise, industrialisation

Subjects: chemistry, physics, astronomy, zoology, genetics, medicine, …

New technologies – computers, internet, World Wide Web, e-mails

(see the list of vocabulary Communication)

Media – the influence of mass media, their role in the modern world

(see the list of vocabulary Media)

Social problems – sexual discrimination, teenage pregnancies x career women, gay rights, homelessness, animal rights, class division

Health

(see the list of vocabulary Health and Medicine)

Criminality 

(see the list of vocabulary Crime and Punishment)
Terrorism

War – conflict, fight, battle, struggle, troops – vojska, attack, escalate, force

Soldier, bomber, fighter pilot, sailor, spy

Weapon, rifle, machine gun, bomb, WRD – weapons of mass destroying – zbraně hromadného ničení, warship, submarine, torpedo, helicopter, aircraft, tank, jeep

Restoring peace – nastolení míru, armistice – příměří, ceasefire – zastavení palby, negotiatons – vyjednávání, talks, peace treaty – mírová smlouva
Enviromental problems – natural disasters, global ecological problems, global warming, acid rains, greenhouse effect, pollution, overpopulation, epidemics

Problems of so-called developing countries

(see the list of vocabulary Ecology, Weather and Climate, Nature)

Pros and cons of globalization 

World organisations and their role – UN, EU, UNESCO, OPEC, NATO, … anti- globalisation protests

Global issues - the poverty in the world, hunger, slums, child work, child soldiers, early marriages, refugees, fair trade, education, world´s health (AIDS, malaria, …)global warming, ….

UN Millenium Development Goals - the most ambitious initiative today aiming to tackle the poverty in the world
Main talking points:

Discuss the main advantages of modern life

How have the modern technologies contributed to higher quality of our lives?

Are there any drawbacks of these technologies?

What do you think of the role of education?

Do you know any new explorations in science?

What does a sentence ´´The Earth is not for the only use“ mean?

Discuss the main disadvantages of modern life – AIDS, drugs, criminality, unemployment, …

Which of them is the biggest danger for you personally?

Do you see any solution to any of these problems?

Where can you see roots of high rate of criminality these days?

Do you think the police work effectively?

Do you think that something like a just war exists? Under what conditions?

What do you know about present military conflicts in the world?

Can terrorism be anyhow justified?

