FESTIVALS IN MY FAMILY
Vocabulary:



see the list of vocabulary 
 Family





       
 People, characters, feelings







 Religion, superstitions

see information in topic
National holidays and festivals in GB,         USA

Festivals in CR: 

Christian year: 

Advent - four weeks before Christmas, time of fasting, calming down, preparations, 

Saint Nicholas - 4th century AD, a saint who is supposed to look after Russia, children, sailors and traders. He was a bishop who began the custom of giving gifts to children, on the night before his day (6th December), which is still kept in some countries (Holland, CR, Poland, …),  bishop, devils, angels, the book of sins
Christmas commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Christmas dinner, fish soup, carp and potato salad, sweets, Christmas tree, decorations, balls, candles, star, presents, nativity scenes - betlémy , going to church, midnight mass, visiting family and friends, New Year's Eve, party, Twelfth night - Tři králové, re-decorating the Christmas tree

Easter - the first Sunday after the first full moon after equinox - rovnodennost - symbolizes new life and fresh hope, 40 days before Easter - Lent - fasting time - půst, religious festival commemorates Jesus Christ's crucifixion and resurrection, Holy week (Palm Sunday - Květná neděle, Maundy Thursday - Zelený čtvrtek, Good Friday - Velký pátek, Holy Sunday - Boží Hod velikonoční, plait Easter rod - plést pomlázku, dyed or painted eggs - barvená vajíčka, Easter bunny, lamb, …

All Saints´- Všech svatých (31/10) - commemorates the dead

Other religious festivals - Orthodox, Jewish, Islamic, …

National holidays:

bank / national holiday - státní svátek : 

1st January - New Year, Restoration of the Czech Independence Day (1993)

Easter Monday 

1stMay - May Day

8th May - Liberation Day

5th July - Constantin and Methodius Day

6th July - Jan Hus Day  (Burning at stake of Jan Hus)

28th September - St.Wenceslas Day (Czech Statehood Day)

28th October - Czechoslovak Statehood Day (foundation of Czechoslovakia  -1918)

17th November - Freedom and Democracy Day 

24th, 25th  ,26th December - Christmas

Family holidays, festivals, special occasions:

birth, baptism / christening - křest, wedding, funerals, graduation from school - promoce, promotion - povýšení, birthday, end of the school year, summer - time of parties, celebrating, BBQ - barbecue, eating, drinking, presents, special clothes, fancy dress party - maškarní

1. Main talking points:

2. Main national holidays in our country. Why are they important?

3. Differences in celebrating in our and other countries

4. Are the Czech people proud of their history? Do they celebrate their days of importance?

5. Christian traditions in our country and your family:

6. Christmas, Easter, 

7. Other religious holidays - do we know anything about them?

8. Special days in your family 

9. Ways of celebrating

1. Questions:

2. Do you like celebrating? Are you a party animal? 

3. What are the habits like in your family?

4. Do you like getting or giving presents? Are you good at it?

5. How do you and your family celebrate Christmas?

6. Don't you think that all the festivals are mainly for the shop-owners?

7. What do you think about some imported customs around holidays (e.g. St.Valentine, Halloween,…)?

8. Do you like Easter? Is it any good to beat or be beaten at least once a year?

9. Do you dye eggs / plait the Easter rod?  

10. Is a national holiday just a day off or is it something else for you?

11. Do you celebrate any national holiday?
