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READING

Great Sibling

Sancha Ford reports

For most people, the longest relationship they will have is with their sibling. It´s a shame, then, that we can´t choose them. As children, my younger sister and I were always competing with each other. I was jealous of her looks and she felt threatened by my academic success. But our rivalry was nothing compared to that of some famous siblings.

Take 1940s movie stars Olivia de Havilland and Joan Fontaine. The competitive relationship between these sisters is the stuff of Hollywood legend. "I married first, won the Oscar before Olivia did. And if I die first, she´ll undoubtedly be livid because I beat her to it." Joan wrote in her autobiography. Their rivalry became very public in 1946 when Olivia won an Oscar. Joan was asked to present the award but Olivia refused to even shake her hand. "They just don´t have much in common," commented one person at the time. Now in their 90s, the sisters apparently still loathe each other!

More recently, the rivalry between rock stars Noel and Liam Gallagher has hit the news. As part of the band Oasis, they created some memorable music, but whenever they are interviewed, the brothers cannot resist putting each other down. "There are only two things wrong with Liam," Noel once said, "everything he says and everything he does." While the brothers were working on their second album, Liam invited some friends to the studio for a party. Noel was trying to work and ended up attacking Liam with a cricket bat. By 2011, the brothers had stopped working together and were suing each other – a sorry situation for any brothers to be in.

But it´s not just in show business where siblings fall out. Entrepreneurs Rudolf and Adolf Dassler started making sports shoes in the small German town of Herzogenaurach in the 1920s. Their factory south of the river became very successful but they were always very different. Adolf, or Adi, was a quiet craftsman while Rudolf was 'a loud-mouthed salesman‘. Eventually, in 1948 the brothers fell out permanently. Rudolf moved across the river and set up a rival sports-shoe company, which he called Puma. In response, Adi used the first letters of his name and surname to create his brand – Adidas.

The brothers never spoke to each other again and their rivalry divided the town. The residents wore either Adidas or Puma and would sometimes refuse to mix with each other. It became a place where you always looked at the shoes someone was wearing before starting a conversation. The brothers died in the 1970s and were buried in the same cemetery – at opposite ends.

But not all successful siblings hate each other. Top tennis players Serena and Venus Williams have played each other in over 20 major tennis tournament finals, but have always remained best friends. They played doubles together, lived together, and even had breakfast together before these big matches. "We leave everything on the court," Serrena once said. "We´re sisters the moment we shake hands at the net."
So, now that we´re adults, have my sister and I learnt to be more like the Williams sisters and less like the Gallaghers? Well, I´d love to say 'yes‘ but the truthful answer is 'not always‘. I still hate seeing photos of us together because I still feel inferior to her. But our rivalry is not as bad as it used to be, and if I feel really jealous, I remind myself: beauty fades but a sister is for life!

             Write a summary of the text in about 50 words:
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Name:

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Circle the best possibility:

1. When Sam was a little boy, he __________ live in Paris.

a) was used to

b) use to
 
c) got used to

d) used to


2. Tom said he __________ a brand new car.


a) has bought

b) bought

c) had bought

d) is going to buy

3. If I __________ so tired, I would go out with you.


a) wouldn’t feel

b) felt


c) didn’t feel

d) fell

4. What __________ since  you arrived?


a) are you doing
b) were you doing
c) had you been doing
d) have you been doing

5. He doesn’t think she will lend us the car, and  __________ .


a) nor I do

b) neither do I

c) so do I

d) either do I

6. I wish you __________ more attention when I was talking to you.


a) had  paid

b) paied

c) paid


d) had paied

7. By August, __________ in this house for twenty years.


a) I am living

b) I live


c) I’ll have  lived
d) I’ll live

8. We won’t leave the house until she __________.


a) doesn’t come

b) comes

c) will come

d) won’t come

9. According to the timetable the train __________ at two o´clock.


a) is leaving

b) will leave

c) leaves


d) is going to leave

10. The play starts at 8:30. You __________ go now or you’ll be late.


a) had rather

b) would better

c) would rather

d) had better

11. I’d like __________ information about buses to Switzerland please.


a) an


b) a few

c) several

d) some

12. You are thirty-five.  It’s high time you __________.


a) got married

b) get married

c) will get married
d) had gotten married

13. Hugh is very tired. He __________ hard on his thesis for the last five days. 


a) was working

b) had been working
c) has been working
d) worked

14. Please don’t tell her, __________?


a) will you

b) shall you

c) won’t you

d) wouldn’t you

15. She avoids __________ him after what he has done to her.


a) to see  

b) to seeing

c) see


d) seeing

16. Are you the boy __________ bicycle was stolen?


a) who’s

b) which

c) his


d) whose

17. The new edition of that book __________.


a) now prints

b) is now printing
c) is now being printed
d) prints

18. He __________  there for three years before they found him.


a) had been living
b) has been living
c) has lived

d) might live

19. We never had __________ good weather when we were on holiday.


a) so


b) such


c) such a 

d) so a

20. This is the third time you __________ me the same question.


a) ask 


b) asked

c) have asked

d) had asked

21. I’m going to the hairdresser’s ___________ .


a) to have cut my hair 
b) to cut my hair
c) make my hair cut
d) to have my hair cut

22. You don’t need to stay at a hotel. I can put you __________  in my flat.


a) up


b) down

c) out


d) off

23. This time tomorrow I __________ to Australia. Hurray!


a) will fly

b) am going to fly
c) am about to fly
d) will be flying

24. When he was making dinner, he __________ his hand.


a) was burning

b) has burnt

c) burnt

d) had burnt

25. He __________ to see us if he had been able to.


a) had come

b) would have come
c) came


d) would come

FINAL TEST 
2015/2016








CLOZE TEST

Choose the best possibility
Colour and Communication

Colour, although only a small 0) ..B.. of our communication system, plays a large role. Whether you are designing Web 1) ….., buying clothes or decorating your kitchen, your  2) ….. of colours sends a definite message to other people, and they will respond to it in a  3) ….. way. Every colour has a different  4) ….. on people, and the practice of correct colour selection is a delicate  5) ….. . To further complicate matters, the effects of colours change, as times and fashions change.

Certain colours also mean different things in different cultures. For example, in the United States, blue is thought to be a relaxing colour. Tests reveal that the colour blue  6) ….. blood pressure, calms viewers and gives them a sense of  7) ….. . In Middle Eastern countries, however, blue is believed to be a protective colour and people  8) ….. their front doors blue to ward off  9) ….. spirits.

Colour communication is an essential part of how we see the world. In western societies, we know that a jester is comical and playful because he  10) ….. in bright red, green, blue and yellow. The colour black, however, is  11) ….. with boredom or evil, and white with purity and light. The colour orange is friendly, relaxing and peaceful, whereas  12) ….. yellow is a happy colour. Research  13) ….. that all human beings make a subconscious judgement about a person or item within the first 90 seconds of  14) ….. it, and 62% to 90% of that assessment is  15) ….. on colour alone.

0.  A  portion

B  part


C  piece



D  factor

1.  A  covers

B  papers

C  pages


D  sheets

2.  A  choice

B  option

C  decision


D  pick

3.  A  separate  

B  certain 

C  clear



D  obvious

4.  A  idea

B  sense

C  force



D  effect

5.  A  method

B  talent

C  art



D  ability

6.  A  lowers

B  drops

C  sinks



D  lessens

7.  A  caution

B  security

C  guarantee


D  defence

8.  A  shade

B  decorate

C  coat



D  paint

9.  A  mean

B  evil


C cruel



D  wicked

10. A  outfits

B  clothes

C  dresses


D  wears

11. A  associated
B  matched

C  joined


D  grouped

12. A  strong

B  powerful

C  loud



D  bright

13. A  exhibits

B  displays

C  shows


D uncovers

14. A  viewing

B  seeing

C  watching


D  looking

15. A  established
B  constructed

C  based


D  balanced
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TRANSFORMATIONS  
Rewrite the sentences so that the meaning stays the same as in the first sentence using the words in CAPITALS. You can use 2 – 5 words.

1. I can't wait to go on holiday.                                                                                      

 FORWARD     

I'm really _____________________________________________________on holiday.

2. Prices may go up next year, so you should buy now.                                          

 CASE
                You should buy now _____________________________________________ next year.

3. Why did you insist that I buy this horrible cheese?                                            

 MAKE
                 Why _________________________________________________ this horrible cheese?

4. I'm certain he didn't write the report himself.                                                   

 HAVE
He ____________________________________________________ the report himself.

5. She will probably get the job.                                                                                    

 LIKELY
                 She ____________________________________________________________ the job.

6. I'd rather you didn't play that music so loud.                                                       

MIND
                Would you ____________________________________________ that music so loud?

7. ´Don't open the door, Sue!´ said Mr Craig.                                                            

NOT

                Mr Craig _______________________________________________________ the door.

8. I don't know all the facts.                                                                                         

AWARE
                I ___________________________________________________________ all the facts.

9. Few people speak Gaelic in Ireland.                                                                       

MANY
                There ______________________________________________ speak Gaelic in Ireland.

10. The last time my sister called me was a month ago.                                         

HEARD
         I ___________________________________________________ my sister for a month.

WORD FORMATION 
Use the given word in an appropriate form:

1. They made a _______________________ of students’ results. 

                            
COMPARE

2. Doing a Ph.D. can sometimes be _____________________ demanding.
                            
EXTREME

3. Many companies represent a very ____________________ environment.                   
COMPETE 

4. A strong painkiller is the most ______________________ way of getting                         
EFFECT

    rid of headaches.

5. The missing documents were of high ______________________.                                
IMPORTANT

6. My mother´s _______________________ has been a great help in my life.                        
ENCOURAGE
7. Victoria Falls on the Zambezi River is an _____________________ place                         
CREDIBLE
    for water sports. 

8. Recent statistics show that ______________________ has reached the highest          
EMPLOY
     rate over last 3 years.








9.  They asked what my plans were after______________________.
                            
GRADUATE

10. The committee refused to give their ______________________ to the new  proposal.   APPROVE

READING
   1. Read the article and answer the question.
Which famous siblings ...

1. are friends despite their rivalry?

2. have continued their rivalry into old age?

3. have taken legal action against each other?

4. caused problems in their local community because of                                 their rivalry?

5. often competed against each other in important competitions?

6. often criticise each other in the media?

2. Read the article again and complete the sentences below.

1. The author of the article felt competitive towards her sister because...

2. In her autobiography, Joan Fontaine boasted that she had ...

3. A lot of people were watching when Olivia de Havilland...

4. Noel Gallagher once attacked his brother because...

5. The Dassler brothers started separate companies because...

6. Some people in Herzogenaurach refused to socialise with each other because...

7. The Williams sisters are best friends despite the fact that...

8. We know the author of the article is still competitive towards her sister because...

3. Read the article again and find the words that have the same meaning.

1. dislike/despise  -
2. competition -
3. most important -
4. criticise - 
5. fill/load -
6. furious/enraged -
